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ment of the Territory, so far as the legislative functions were concerned. See 
Statutes at Large, volume 1, page 51. 

By act of May 26, 1790, provision was made for the government of the terri- 
tory of the United States south of the Ohio River, which the statute declared 
should be similar to that which . then exercised in the territory north of 


the Ohio. (Volume 1, page 126.) 

As you see, Congress did not leave the governor and jud he alate 
but authorized them to select laws from those passed by the Bta 1 th 
territory until it had sufficient inhabitants to enable it to elect a legistature, 
when it was to assume legislative functions; and the same rule was applica- 
es to the territory south of the Ohio River. 

Kentucky was part of Virginia, and with the consent of Virginia she formed 
1 — into a State, and was admitted into the Union Ist of June, 1792. 

Tennessee having been ceded to the United States by North Carolina, was 


admitted into the Union with but little Territorial history. 


The Territory of Mississippi was organized April 7, 1798, with the same 
privileges which the people of the Northwestern Territory epjayed under the 
‘ordinance of 1787, except the provision as to slavery. By act of 10th of May, 
1800, the right to elect representatives was provided for with property 
qualification. The property qualitication was removed by act of October 25, 
1814 (volume 3, page 143), and it had representative government until its 
admission into the Union. 

On the 3rd of March, 1817, the Territory of Ali was organized from 
a portion of the Territory of Mississippi, and the representatives elected under 
the Jaws governing the Mississippi Territory who fell within the Territory of 
Alsbama, were to continue as the Legislative Assembiy of that State. is 

town. of. Saint Stephens was declared to be the seat government fo 
Territory until it should be otherwise ordered by the Legislature thereof. 

By act of April 20, 1802, the people of the eastern part of the Northwestern 
Territory were authorized, i in a convention elected by the ‘people, to form a 
„Stato government preparatory to admission into the Union, with such name 
das they might adopt. The State of Ohio was thereupon ee aa State 

and admitted into the Union. (Ses volume 2, page 178) % onthe 

Having purchased the Territory of Louisiana from France, ‘the Président 
as authorised, by act of March 31, 1803, to take possession of it, and to use 
12 * part of the Army aud Navy necessary for that purpose. We had just 

ased the Territory, the inhabitants were not friendly to the people of 
the Dnited States, and did not speak our language, ‘hence it was necessary to 
wise extraordinary means to take possession of the Territory and to form a 
government there. A Territorial government was established by act of Mareh 
26, 1804, which vested the legislative power in the governor and thirteen ft 
And discreet persons of the Terrier’, wipe the powers usually given is such 
case: (Volume 2, page 284.) : 
similar instance in the: an of the Territory of Florida! 
ani d by 


actof Mack 30, 1822 a 2 and, as’ 
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the people were foreign and 188 a still different language, extraordinary 
means were, deemed. ne the government of the Territory, and the 
legislative, power was, vested, in ‘the governor and thirteen of the most fit and 
discreet persons in the Naere to be called, the legislative council, appointed 

annually by the President of the. United States. There was also a short 
period when the N orthwestern Territory was controlled by a governor and 
judges. But these were extraordinary occasions, at an early period of the 
government, when there did not seem to be any fixed policy in reference to 
the organization and control of the Territories. But after the arbitrary gov- 
ernment of the Territory of Florida had ceased, we find no more instances of 
the application of such rules to any Territory, and for the last sixty years 
there has been no instance that has fallen under my observation where the 
right to eleet the General Assembly, and in most cases the local officers, has 
been denied toa Territory. | 

The unbroken practice for more than half a century has ein uniformly in 
favor: of local self-government, so far as the election of the Legislative As- 
sembly was concerned. 

The Territories of Illinois, ‘plea Michigan, Mississippi and Alabama 
were given the same right of self-government which was secured to the people 
of the N orthwestern Territory by the ordinance of 1787. 

The State of Maine formed a part of the Territory of Massachusetts, and 
with, the consent of Massachusetts formed an independent State, and was 
admitted into the Union in 1820. (Volume 3, page 544.) 

The Territory of Arkansas was organized by act of March 2, 1815, and the 
Iogislative power was vested in a Legislature, to be elected by the people 80 
soon as it was organized. _ 

„The Territory of Missouri was organized Wale an act of J une 4, 1812 A 
governor, legislative council, and a house of representatives elected by the 
people had the legislative power. (See volume 2, page 744.) And by an act 
of April 27, 1816, the qualified voters were authorized also to choose the 
legislative ‘council, (Volume 3, page 328.) There were other instances in 
the early unsettled period where the. legislative council as well as the gov- 
ernor were appointed by the President, but the house of representatives was 
invariably elected by the people. These instances occurred when there was 
no settled policy applicable to the Territories. For the last half century, as 
a rule, the legislative council and house of representatives, and generally the 
local officers, have been elected by the people under the various acts providing 
for the organization of the respective Territories. This rule applied to the 
dollowing Territories organized as hereafter stated: 

„ Minnesota, by act of March 3, 1849. (Volume a pages 403, 404.)} 

ion Mexico, act September 9, 1850. (Volume 9, page 448.) 

. Nebraska, act May 30, 1834. (Volume 10, page 278.) 

„Kansas, by the same act. (Volume 10, pages 284 and 288.) 

„Territory of Washington, act March 3, 1853. (Volume 10, page 172.) 

Territory of Oregon, act August 14, 1848. wv. olume 9, page 323.) 

Territory of Utah, act September 9, 1850. ‘(Volume 9, page 463.) 

Territory of Nevada, 1 act March 3, 1861. (Volume 12, page 310) ; 

Territory of Colorado, act February 28, 1861. (Volume 12, page 172.) 
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having formed a State govern nent without t Territorial puipilage,. 
was admitted as a ptembe 1850. olume 9, patze 482.) 
collection las! were extend over the T rerritory | y an March 3° 


(volume | 9, page 400); and in in all ‘these later without’ ‘exdéptiol, 
right to elect their o own General Assembly i is given’ to the people of the "Ter: 
ritory, “The t ‘same is true of the remaining 1 ‘Tertitories of akota, Montana. 


Wyoming, Laab and Arizona. 
let it be borne i in mind that the government int 


the ‘different States into the Territories. By giving them 1 0 for their 
homes and holdin out other inducements, it got them to occupy the Torri. 
tories, and it established Tefritorial governments with ‘the privileges already 


mentioned. | 
This has been an unbroken. practice, as‘already stated, for’ More than ‘dey 


and and tens of of have indudeg * 
has moral nor to take’ froin: 


red, rig we have.) no m ing” m 

onfirths, to abtidge or destroy 

as 65 00 at Which the üufrien 

isaimed. The people of that Territory exposed’ thembelves 

those of few ever and they e endured al BF nig: 


that few. people | 
t 


ve ever. been able to . 


ment. in any of the States. ver them ‘th Ms ‘of the. 
ey have grown ani pros red. a rethar ble 18 
| haye 2 been, 12,000 p persons fo 5 und thers who will ‘not swear hat they ‘have 


no, time in their lives been guilty of bigamy or polygamy, it is pröpôsbd by 
members of Congress, and others occupying “hi h "positions, to destroy the 


government of Utah, so far as its elective form eoncerned' it 


commission’ ‘appointed by the President, deny to its pedple the right to 
their own mem mbers to the Legislature, or their ‘own then 
e 


‘the right to elect a ih Wilich s 
enjoys, put the feet of the j power of, et po eck 
crush them beczuse use therp b ‘Yad 
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= will enable | * in authority to rob and plunder the people at pleas- 
And. it must, I suppose, , be, od by the people Utah that 
be goyerned:by gon stp, the population 
orptofure; practi 0 mall minority o 
she,paople, consent,to shar iy ploral-wif tem, and, opt instead of 

1008 
have — ain to, atone for before ‘they can be forgiven, The 
peaple.of Utah for the last. twenty Aer have fell oe the Republican part 
in, power has done, them great injust ice; eb ee y, they are not as good 
Republicans as it is thought by some of the leaders 5 that party they ought 
to be. They. must therefore, consent to change their politics, at least to 
tent of agreeing to, into the as a State, bo- 
gre the innocence of a large majority, of the people will be Ae dered by the 
political party in power sufficient to atone for the guilt of the minority. 

The Utah Commission, in prescribing an oath for the voter, was careful 
not to, interfere with the sexual privileges of non · Mormons i in the Territory; 
‘consequently. they require the voters to swear that they are not bigamists or 
polygamists, and that they do not cohabit, with more than one woman.in the 
marriage relation. If they do they are denic the right to, vote or hold office. 
Hut each inhabitant of Utah who has a wife and as many mistresses as he 
chooses 10 keep, if he. ie not claim that he keeps them in the marriage 
Fasan hag a mip fect right to vote and hold office. It will therefore doubt- 

be required of the, Me 8 that they abandon their system of cohabit- 
ing with adhe one woman ‘ * ‘in the marriage relation,” and adopt in its 
stead the system of one wife with such other eee outside of the mar- 
relation ae they choose to practice, 

When they haye consented to. do, this, val 7555 the. more popular mode 
which there is no such T as exists against polygamy, 

8 W erben the ‘high priests of, the. party, 
an ey will be proper people if trust the. delicate. ré- 
sponsible duties of self-government, In other words, if t hey | will only change 
phe pane sand resort to the same practices under a different name, and, 75 

political opinions and j join “the party in power, * will 

will no longer be and made the 
‘popular 
_tthe, Utah Commission, report, ‘about, 150,000 ‘people in the Ot 
number there are 40,000, Mormons, leaving about, 110,000, Mormons. 
this number about 12,000, , male and female, as tie women vote. there, 
Aeglined:to take the oath, and are set down, as practicing, polygamy, As the 
sath onlin to all their past lives, j it is fair to infer that not more than 1700 
pow living haya ever pernicious practice; F and probably many 
Of the that they were not polygamists or bigamist 
Hhy had iced polygamy, but because they approved it. 
There are 180 key milli ions me of people i in the ‘United, States, and there are 
probably twenty times as Many persons, practicing, prostitution, or 
course, in the other parts of the Union, as the whole number w 


— 
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practice it in Utah. Many of the features of ‘its ‘practice in the other States 
and Territories, foeticide, illegal. divorce, eto, are quite as tévo leit 
a8 more 60, ot in Utah. Te is assumed in the other’ parts of the Unie 
wh ere a lorger number of ‘persons practice’ sexual ‘imputity than ‘the 
whole über of Mormon po lygamists, that’ ‘polygamy must bs put down 115 
any cost. It is certainly a matter of great importance that ‘polygamy, prosti- 
tution, foeticide, and illegal divorce, whether practiced in ‘Utah or in any 
other part of the United States, should be put down. And if we Have'it in 
our power, by constitutional means, to accomplish that a no one would’ be 
more rejoiced than L. But having taken a solemn oath to ‘support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, I cannot as a Senator vote for a measure Which 
1% am satisfied is a plain violation of the Constitution, to crush out pi lygamy; 
or to aecomplish any other object. And we would do well to bear in mind 
that if the Congress of the United States disregards and violates the Con- 
titution of the United States in its eager haste to crush a sect but a little 
over one hundred thousand strong, the result of the precedent may be the 
crushing ‘out of one sect after another, until it ends in the complete over- 
throw of the liberties of fifty millions of people, who are expected to applaud 
our efforts to crush the Mormons: without regard to constitutional difficalties 
or constitutional obligations, 

No matter what the popular applause may de on the one hand, or Se 
popular condemnation on the other, I will join in no hue- and- ery against 
any sect that requires me to vote for measures in open Violation of the fanida- 
mental law of the land. And we would do well to bear in mind that an 
illegal persecution of any sect always excites sympathy for the ‘persecuted 
and greatly increases its numbers. The late Alexander H. Stephens, of 
Georgia, when asked what would be the effect of the Edmunds bill on Mor- 
monism, replied, “ The effect will be to make more Mormons.” 

But I may be asked, “What means can we adopt to destroy this baten 
‘in Utah?” 1 reply, we can not do it by passing ‘unconstitational awa, 6 or 

‘adopting illegal or unconstitutional means, or by striking down ‘repab ‘ 
government in the Territory. 

The Christian churches. of this country peda’ hundreds of Woll of 
‘dollars | every year sending missionaries to foreign lands where polygamy is. 
Practiced. . In India and China alone more than 500,000,000 of people prac- 
‘tice or acquiesce in the practice of polygamy. And yet the Christian churches: 

are! not discouraged, but they send missionaries there, hoping finally to con- 
vert the Whole mass of the people. Why, then, should we not send miss 
‘aries to Utah, wherp only about 12,000 people practice, and à little over 
100, 000 people believe i in | polygamy? — If the Christian churches ‘ate willing 
‘to make the effort to convert 600,000,000 of polygamists in the East, why 
‘should. they not with less effort convert 100,000 within the limits of our on 
and If the first task is within the range of possibility, what is there to 
‘courage us from the smaller undertaking? There are a great many people 
in Utah who might be converted by the proper effort.’ They are “our u. 
‘Bors, our fellow- citizens. Shall we give them up as reprobates, and mak 
‘effort to save them, and join in a crusade to crush them “Théy speak’ our 15 
language, they are within easy reach. Why give them up and turn to‘the: 
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heathen of other lands, who neither understand our language nor have any- 
thing of race or sympathy in common with us? Have the Christian churches 
done their duty to the Mormon people? If you cannot convince their leaders, 
you can convert thousands of the people. It may be easier to cry “ Crucify 
them, than iti is to try to help convert them. But can the churches reconcile 
it to conscience that duty is as well performed i in the one case as the other! 

There is also another mode of accomplishing it. If the honorable Senator 
from Vermont, or any, other gentlemen of his distinguished ability who feels 
the very deep interest that he evidently does in suppressing polygamy, will 
head a colony of 50,000 New England people, who will settle in Utah, my 
high estimate of the energy and enterprise of the people of New England 
jnstifies the conclusion that in a few years the present prevailing usages of 
Utah on the social question will give place to what, by popular consent, are 
admitted to'be the more refined, delicate, voluptuous and attractive practices 
of the people of New England. Immigration into the Territory sufficient to 
control its vote at the ballot-box, and missionaries from Christian churches 
to teach the people of that Territory the truths of the Gospel, are an infinite- 
ly better one than ny nnn and oppressive enactments 
by Congress. 

RELEASES. AND APPOINTMENTS. —The following named Elders are 
released to return home with the company sailing April 9th. Isaac Green, 
of the Bristol Conference; H. W. Manning, of the Manchester Conference; 
David Lewis, W. G. Reese and J. F. Ellis, of the Welsh Conference; Charles 
Weatherston, of the Newcastle Conference; W. H. Wright, of the Sheffield 
Conference; John Penman, of the Glasgow Conference: George Croft, of the 
Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Benjamin Bennett is released from his labors in the Liverpool Office, 
and appointed to preside over the Sheffield Conference. 

Elder C. J. Arthur is released from the Sheffield Conference, and appointed 
to labor in the business department of the MILLENNIaL Star Office. 

Elder N. M. Hodges is appointed to succeed Elder Green as President of 
the Bristol Conference. 

Elder W. D. Williams (of Benson), now laboring in the Liverpool. Con- 
ference, i is appointed to preside over the Manchester Conference. 

Elder Wm. H. Piggott, of the Leeds Conference, is appointed to preside 
over the Newcastle Conference. 

Elder W. D. William (of Ogden) is eppotnied to preside over. the Welsh 
Conference. 

Elder E. A. Steed i is released from the Manchester, and appointed to labor 
in. the Liverpool Conference. 

‘Elder Heber Ockey is released from the Newcastle, and appointed to labor 
in the Leeds Conference. 

Elder John Williams is released from the N ottingham, and appointed to 
labor i in the Sheffield Conference. 

Elder C. E. Angell is released from the London, and appointed to labor ia 
the Nottingham Conference. 

Elder E. F. Martin is released from the N ottingham, and appointed to 
labor in the London Conference. 
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MONDAY, 10, 1884 


HUMILITY. 
4 

the 6 aud dut eloquent Train winited 
Salt Lake City some years ago, in the hey-day of his aspirations for presi- 
dential honors, he expostulated with President Young for encouraging 
humility among the Saints. As a man of the world he could see no:necessity 
for humility: On becoming acquainted with the history and cireumstances 
and disposition of the people, he discovered that there was much about them 
to admire. They possessed qualities which, in bis estimation, would be 
bound to render them great and powerful in ‘the nation and in the earth if 
they were only more ambitious for worldly power, and if they would only 
assert and contend for their rights. He was, well acquainted. with other com- 
munities; he had traveled extensively; he had studied the political and 
social economy of various nations, and nowhere had he found such unaniinit} 
of sentiment and purpose, such strength of character, such genius for coloni⸗ 
zing and for self-government, such a universal possession of the virtues that 
promise enduring strength and growth, and an entire absence’ of the vices 


that tend to weaken and degrade people. But the humility: of the people and 


their want of worldly ambition were viewed by bim as defecta. He would 
haye had them arrogant and proud of their strength, and defiant to those ‘who 
would oppress them. He would have had them fling humility, to the wind 
and assume a pretentious attitude. Not possessing the spirit which prompted 
the Saints, he failed to understand the reasons for their humility, or to see 
that the very quality whieh he condemned tended to give the people. the 
superior strength they possessed. 

Their humility—their willingness to submit to the providences of God in 
every particular, and to sacrifice personal ambition in their desire to do His 


.will, as made known in His revelations and in the, teachings of an ‘inspired 


Priesthood, mae them the peculiar people that ‘they were. This was the 


secret of their union and strength. The favor and blessin; 1 dient 1 


which they enjoyed was due to this cause. The words of 


proved true in their case, wherein he said: All of you be ect one * 


another, ahd be clothed with humility: for God resisteth Os proud, and 


even grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore: ancl 2 é mighty 
hand of God, that He may ‘exalt you in due time: casting all your ¢ re upon 
Him; for He careth for you.“ (1 Peter vi, 5-7.) 
The Saints had been taught by those who were, over them | int the Priva 


* 
1 
| 

i 

i 

i 

7 


LATIER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 153 


beod the necessity: of humilitz and the folly of, pride and self-confidence. 
Mey had been given to understand as the Saints were to whom Peter wrote 
(u Peter ii 9: Te, are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
peculiar people; that yo:should shew forth the praises of him who 
badh:calied yow out:of darkness into his marvelous light. And though, as 
the epigrammatic Train imagined,: they were really not conscious of their 
superior strength‘and poiver, it was better that they should. be 8, than that 
they should: be vain' and conceited and forgetful of the source ‘whence they 
obtained their: power. The Savidr declared: Whosoever exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” This rule 
will apply equally well to an individual and à people. When conceit and 
arrogance take possession of either, ‘a loss of divine favor is sure to follow, 
and it is then vain to look for a further increase in wisdom. The Proverb 
says: Before destruction the heart of man is haughity,. and before honor is 
bumility;’ and again: Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty: spirit 
before a fall. It is better to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to 
divide the spoil with the proud.“ In 1 the in.. abound with ad- 
monitions to be humble. 

We are very thankful that humility is a of. the Latter. 
Saints, by which they are distinguished from the people of the world generally. 
Phey are none too ve indeed, they are not humble enough. They 
should strive to de more 20. Every one that is proud in heart is an abomi- 
nation before the Lord.“ ‘The Almighty is jealous of His honor. He desires 
that men should give Him the praise for what they are and what they aceom- 
plish, and not seek to take it to themselves. Paul, in speaking of those who 
were ealled to the ministry in his day, said (1 Cor. i, 25-29:) “ Not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, nut many noble, are called: but God 
hath chosen tke: foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought, things. that 
are.” And then He gave the reason: “that no Sesh should glory + in His 1 


dependent ol beings. He can 4 nothing except as the Lord permits. © * 
Apostle . James says (iv, 13-15:) “Go to now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow 
we will g ) into such a city, and continu there a year, and buy and sell, and 
get gaia: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is 
your life? It is even a vapor, that appeareth for a little time; and then 
vanisheth away. For that ye to say, Lord we shall 
and db this or that.!“ 

Man displays wisdom in his a 
Power, and seeking in humility to: learn-and do the will of the Author of his 
deins The person Who is too conceited to do that only displays his own 
ignorance and folly. Beest thou a man wise in his own ‘conesit?: There is 
more hope for a fool than for him.“ (Prov, xxvi, 12.) In view of his depend. 
and comparative insignificance, true, wisdom would dictate that man's. 
deportment, both towards God and his fellows, shouldbe marked by humility 
rather than conceit.and.presumption., Paul, in his writings, (1 Cor. viii, 2) 
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condemns conceit by saying: “If a man think that be knoweth anything, he 

knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.“ Oonesit is a barrier to thé 
acquirement of knowledge; ‘humility paves the way to wisdom. A conseibus) 
ness of one’s own ignorance is the first essential towards the gaining of, know: 
ledge. To acknowledge God as'the source of all ‘wisdom and power, and td 
recognize the fact that what man knows is but a few sparks or scintillations 
from the ‘great flame that exists in the mind of the Deity, is to take ae im- 
portant step in the way of true learning. Truly has it been said that the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; but fools despise | wisdom 
and instruction.” (Prov. i, 7.) He who would most readily gain knowledge 
should seek it at the fountain head, from the Being who giveth to all men 


"liberally and upbraideth not,” if they will only. ram in the: 
12 but it must be in humility and faith. 


The wisest and best Being of whose history we have! reer * even the 
* of mankind, was the greatest example of humility. That Being who 
had it in His power to call “more than twelve legions of angels” to His 
assistance, meekly bore the reproaches of the vile, made companions of the 
lowly and despised, washed the feet of His disciples, drank the cup of suffering. 
to its bitter dregs; and “in His humiliation His judgment was taken away.” 
That same Being impressed the necessity of humility upon His disciples by 
saying whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: ‘and who- 
soever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 

We should learn a lesson from this, and never attempt to Wies londship : 
over” others, whatever may be our position, but be willing to labor in humility 
to do good to our fellow creatures, and gain the favor of the Almighty by 
feeling and saying to our nnn as did our great e * nh my _— | 
but thine, be done.” 

Though we be despised by the world der our humility, en afford to iad 
that, in view of the priceless promise that has been made by the Savior to 
those who are faithful: “Fear not, little flock; for it is your _— nen 
to give you the hed 
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EXCOMMUNICATED.—John Mackenzie, sometime resident in bin, 
and at present residing in Scotland, was by the unanimous vote ef the Council 
of the Glasgow Branch, on Sunday, February 24, 1884, excommunicated from 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, for rebellion and ces 


—Utah papers pleaee copy. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. ~—Mestings the. Manchester. Con- 
ference will be held at the Cleveland Assembly Rooms, Grosvenor Street, 
All Saints, Manchester, on Sunday, March 30th, commencing..at 10,30 a m., 
2-30 and 6-30 p.m. All the Saints who can do so, are Wee er : 
to use influence in sequring attendance of, 


The pied people of are “a 


e a farm for the benefit of the families of such of their ‘citizens te 
may be absent upon missions. It is a very worthy move. st 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. | 
"BRANCH ORGANIZED—WOBK .PROSPERING—BAPTISMS INTERFERED WITH. ., 
President E. H. Nye, writing from Pimlico,’ London, Feb. 28, 1684, says: 
„on my arrival in England, I found my relatives living in the towns 2 
and Seven-Oaks, the village of Westerham, and their surrounding rieighborhoods. 
Although appointed to labor in ‘London, I was ‘enabled to visit them occasionally, and; 
by the help of the Almighty, to lay before them the plan of life and salvation in plainness 
and simplicity. As some of them were honest seekers after righteousness, striving to find 
the true way to eternal life, they could not but see that the doctrines and principles 
taught by the Latter-day Saints were the truths of heaven and in perfect harmony with 
the Scriptures. Slowly but surély the mists cleared away, and the Spirit of the Lord 
penetrated the vail of darkness and gloom that enshrouded their minds, piercing their 
hearts and causing them to see the glorious light uf the Gospel of peace as it shone forth 
from heaven. The spirit of investigation rested upon them, they ealmly and critically 
examined the doctrines presented for their acceptance, followed the advice given them to 
search the Scriptures carefully, bend upon their knees in earnest prayer, and pour out. 
their souls to God, beseeching Him in faith and simplicity to lead them in the right way 
to ebtain eternal life. Their investigations proved satisfactory; their prayers were- 
answered; their cravings for truth were satisfied. Through hungering after righteous- 
ness, they received the promise and were filled, The Spirit of the Lord converted them: 
to the truth, and they came forth boldly and embraced it; and on Sunday evening, Feb. 
17th, I had the joy and satisfaction, in company with Elder Robert Braby, now traveling 
in the Kent District, of organizing them into a Branch. The meeting held for this pur- 
pose was at the house of Brother and Sister Bond, in the village of Westerham. Three 
Elders, one ‘Teacher and one Deacon were ordained; Brother Frederick Ford, of Tun- 
bridge, appointed President, and Brother George Hards, his first counselor. There are 
seventeen members in the Branch, all but two of whom are relatives of mine, and all 
new members, with a good prospect of a number of others obeying the Gospel in the 
near future in that part of Kent. So far as Tam able to learn, the Gospel bas not been 
preached in that part of Kent for twenty-five or thirty years; itis new ground, and the: 
prospects of gathering a number into‘the fold are bright and encouraging. 
All over the Conference the work is progressing favorably; the Elders are laboring: 
diligently for the spread of truth, and doing all that lays in their power, with the help of 
the Almighty, for the salvation of the souls of men, aad the Lord is crewning their efforts 
with success. Last Sunday five were baptized in London—two by Elder Clawson and. 
three by Elder Lund. The Whitechapel Branch, which poured forth such a heavy 
emigration last year, has more than made up its former number. with new members, 
. and President Garner reports the Branch in the most flourishing condition that he has. 
ever known to exist there, and the amount of Tithing paid is greater than heretofure. _ 
“On the 14th ult., quite a little incident occurred with Elder George Atkin in the 
Lambeth Branch. He had appointed to meet some friends at the house of Brother 
Harding, for the purpose of attending to the ordinance of baptism. Quite a number of 
the Sainta gathered at the house, and, when all were ready, started for the river Thames. 
Close by. On their way to the river they had to pass through a dirty lane that is inhab-- 
ited by people of the lowest class. There was quite a crowd of the Saints as they passed 
along, and it créated no small stir among the inhabitants of the lane, many of whom, to. 
gratify their curiosity, followed the Saints down to the river, and stood looking on as 
‘preparations’ were made fer the water. The first to go in was a little boy about ten 
“years of age, and when he reached the water’s edge he became frightened and began to. 
icry. Thereupon Brother Atkin took him up in his arms and carried him out into the 
water. Those looking on, seeing this, ran back and told their neighbors, and in a few 
minutes a large crowd of twenty-five or thirty men and women came running to the 
waters edge, and began cursing and calling Brother Atkin all the filthy names so com- 
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among their tor go Ma.! Brother Atkin says 
che did feel a little frightened, but said nothing. After the little boy was baptized, and 
-during a momentary lull in the storm of vile abuse, a young man was led forth into the 
‘water. ‘Immediately how! broke forth that fairly'awakened ‘the ‘echoes up und down 
the old river banka. No notice, hawever, was taken of it; the ordinanpe ‘waa pe 

—— ho, rabble surrounded, teunted and 

next to be baptized was » young lady, and when, she came put of, ater the 
crowd surrounded her, 


a most shameful manner. Brother Atkin slipped around 
the house of Brother Harding, where be changed his clo The Sa 
and were passing, the time pleasantly, singing hymns, hen 


old. enemy, rheumatism, on b in a ge bed; ‘but he is somewhat 
and has faith that his prayers will be hestd so that he will be enabled to continua his 


labora. 

“ Here in London our meetings are well ‘attended; strangers are investigating, and the 
Eldere declare, are than they have seen them before.” 
PROSPECTS SUSSEX—DOINGS OF DISSATISFIED PERSONS, RETURNED, 
Ur 

_Elder J. Dent writes Port: Slade, Sussex, March 2, 16689, as 
On arriving in London i in of Noveinber 1 was 


An the Kent and Essex District in connection with other brethren who were already there. 


After spending a few days with some of my relatives, I proceeded to my field of labor, 
where I remained about five weeks, when I was called away by President: Nye, to labor 
in the Sussex District, where I am at present. In most cases, the Saints are doing as 
well, as regards their duties in the Church, as can be expegted, considering the ‘ciroum- 
stances with which they are surrounded; although some are not doing as well as they 
might; if they would only make greater efforts: Bome few in this District are expecting 
to emigrate this season, and nearly, if not all have desires to this end, and are anxiously 
looking for the time to come when they will be able, or privileged to gather. ‘Where the 
Saints are enjoying the spirit of the Gospel as mueli as it is their privilege to, they have. 
a realizing sense of the fact, that the time is not far distant when it will not be safe for 
them to remain in this and in other lande that are remote from the place the Lord has 
appointed for, and ‘commanded His people to gather to. As a people, we understand the 
signs of the times, and knew) that the purposes of the Lord ate ripening fast, and thatthe 
end draweth nigh, and woe will overtake those who do not watch for the coming ‘of the 
Lord. They will be like the five foolish virgins who had no oil in their lamps, and were 
not prepared to meet the bridegreom. There is considerable difficulty experienced: in 
getting at strangers, to lay before them the principles of the Gospel, and where opportunity 
ds afforded for conversation, very often it is the case, that it is only to find fault with’ our 
doctrines, and not because they want to learn anything for their good. Although many 
have been invited to attend our meetings, there are but very few who do attend. Very 
often in traveling on the road, I overtake, or am overtaken’ by strang era, with whom I 
get into conversation, and generally in less than five minutes we are talkiij religion. 

In this manner I have been able to have tong conversations, generally giving them a tract 
before leaving them, and inviting them to bur meetings. -Generally speaking, there is a 


ghristian-like conduct, were so impressed by that they are investigating DUE doo- 
trines and bid fair ere Jong to become members of the Church. 1 
The Mutual Improvement Association of the North London Branch is in better con- 

dition and more numerously attended than at any time in its history before. 
66 are ‘a> ain a aye ‘ voir 11 a ahn Zen 1 nh im- 
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stolid indifference with the people respecting their salvation, as in most cases they will 
say, that if they believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and read their Bible, they will be saved. 
This is not according to the Bible doctrine.‘ The Apostle James, in his 2nd chapter, 20th 
veree, says: But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead!’ 
21. No doubt some of the Gospel séed we sow will fall upon good ground, and in due time 
will being forth rood kruit, but generally; prospects look rather forbidding, and te all. 
appearance the harvest is over, and the time for gleaning has come. We read that as it 
was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the days of the coming of the Son of man— 
many will hear the message atid reject it and perish. People rejected the message of the: 
Savior and His Apostles; and us we have the same message, we expect the same treatment. 
In conversation with a man a short time since, he asked me if we were making many 
converts, to which I answered in the negative, and before I could tell him we did not. 
expect to, be said he us glad of it, and hoped we should not. If we were making very 
muny converts, we might réasonably expect there was something wrong, for we are told, 
that ‘Strait is the gate, ‘and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be- 
that find it.“ Our Savior also enid, receive mei they you; 
e me they will also reject you.’ 

Lat June, a family named Romery emigrated to Utah from Maynard's Gen, im 
this Distriot. They arrived back to the same place on January Ist, of the present year- 
I was requested by my predecessor, Brother Job Hemsley, to visit Sister Holland; mother 
of Mrs. Romery, in order to ascertain her feelings respecting the matter. I accordingly 
visited her last month, but did not see either of those who had returned. Mrs. Holland 
told me they gave a very bad account of the place and the people; and of course, she 
believes that all they tell her is perfectly true. She said the Elders had miare resented 
the Place hee and its peeple to them, and that our people shot, one man aan while they 
on 8 were there. Upon further i inquiries, - I found she was alluding to the case of 
Captai “T gave her to understand that it was one of our people who was Killed, 
and no ot our people. who Siete the deed. This is the way false reports are 
She mad made other statements which Tk kine w were not cotrect, and which 1 told ber of, but 
she sai nic d she Ene ew. mire rys)' ‘told her so. 
5 . nily has been apreading lies abeut Utah ahd its people, and Mra Holland told 
ee hat. eee ot ghey more people i in that place to join us. (If there 

none Detter we do not want them. She (Mrs. Holland) said she knew 

pt was the Work oF the dev nl, and tha; | 
meant because they had forsaken en it.) tala het 

faster it 1 sould ae and spread. ° ‘She said ’ abe would take good care that none of 

e Elders ever came to her table again. When. 1 had been talking with Mrs. Holl 3 

fifteen minutes, ‘( outside the house, for Iw was not invited in) her husband came up and. 
asked me if I wanted a job-of digging hope, which I answered in the negative. By some 
means he got to understand what my business was, and five minutes later he ordered me 
away, saying he had been tampered with quite enough, and did not want me about his. 
premises. I left the ae feeling that it is doomed to suffer the judgments of the Lord, 
| as ib ech Well is & very bitter feeling existing there against ua, as. 
a people. There is a family living within yne or two miles of that place, with whom I 
stayed one night, and who (notwithstanding the reports that are being circulated about. 
us as a people by the Romerys) have invited me to visit them again. They are very 
eager to know of our doctrines, and when I was with them last, our conversation was 
continued till midhight There are few, are really honest, and make enquiries for 
the pnrpose of learning, but the majority; enquire and talk for the sake of nang sul 
GOOD REPORT FROM THE MANOHESTBR 
H. W. Manning: writing from Manchester, March 1, 1883 capes 


ce writing to you last in regard to the condition of our Conference, there has | 
© * improvement. The Elders have labored hard to spread the principles of the 


. 
* 


Gospel, and they have been encouraged by getting many to believe and quite a nnmber 
to embrace the truth. We have succeeded in getting a numberof places to hold meetings 
in ‘through the week, and we are able, to hold meetings six nights out of zeven in different 
parts, which are well attended by the Saints and strangers. In Stockport, it has been 
a long time since there was. place to meet in, and it was given up, there only being 
three or four Saints there, but Elders Garner and Johnson visited them, and snoceeded in 
getting a house to preach in, and on their second visit had three.applications fer baptism; 
and on the next, two more. This gives our Elders encouragement and a greater desire to 
labor for the souls di men. In the other Branches we. are. adding some to our number, 
and seme of the local. Brethren are alive to their duty, We have organized: Improvement 
Societies, and the Saints take a great interest in them, and if conducted aright, they will 
have a tendency to bring forth talent, which if cultivated, will be of great. benefit, not 
only to themselves, but in assisting in rolling forth the work of God. We have some very 
intelligent persons at present investigating our principles and reading our works, and 
there is a good spirit manifested throughout the Conference. About thirty persons from 
this Conference intend to emigrate with the first company in April, and quite number 
through the season. 

„% The health of the Elders i is good at present; Brother Steed hes, “sie * this 

bedi 


II DER IN WALES, 
Eider Benjamin Bennett writing from Connah's Quay, Flintshire, 
29, 1884, says: 


finding Brother Robert Jones, He is an old 


mber of the Church, of thirty-four year’s standing. He says it is about s sixteen years 
dino he met with the Saints and partook of the sacrament. He appears to be very firm 
and faithful. _“ Mormons” in this part of the country are almost ss scarce az hens’ teeth. 
Twenty- five years ago there was a large Branch of the Church there, over which Brother 
Jones presided. I find the people höre as elsewhere, heavily laden with the uninspired 


precepts and doctrines of men. They fairly groan under the burden thereof. Scribes" 


and Pharisees are as numerous as they were in the days of the Savior. Yesterday I 
called upon a relative o lives four miles from here, at a place Flint. He insiated 
upon my staying until after dinner. I did so, and improved!the time in explaining the 
principles of our holy religion. Apparently he received my utterances a8 ‘thirsty. pe Sap 
en a drink of pure water. He is a man of considerable means, and, like uthers 
circumstances, has thought but little of his future hsppiness, At two o'clock 1 
ok my departure; as we shook hands, however, he kindly are ae, to call, upon him 


* 


MINUTES OF MEETINGS UF. WELSH CONFERENCE. 

Axt IN THE RAILWAY INN ASSEMBLY ROOMS, MERTHYR regent | 

- Elders present from Utah: initio John Henry Smith, President of ~ 


European Mission; David Lewis, President of, and W. 0. Reese, W. D. 


Williams, L. J. Mantle, J. H. Evans, J. F. Ellis, F. Lewis and J. L. Edwards, 
Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference; also N. M. Hodges of the Bristol, 
and Wm. M. Davies of the Newcastle Conferences. 

The meeting commenced at 11 a m., with singing, prayer * eee d. 


23 
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Elders W. G. Reese, W. D. Williams, L. J. Mantle, J. F. Ellis and J. H. 
Evans, each reported himself as feeling well; they had met with some success, 
had realized the blessings of the Lord in their er and desired to go forth 
an the discharge of their duty. 

Benediction by President Smith. 

At 2 p.m., after singing, prayer was alien by Elder F. Lewis, and the 
sacrament nber. by Elders W. D. Williams and L. J. Mantle. 

Statistical and financial reports were read, and accepted unanimously; the 
authorities of the Church presented and unanimously sustained, and two 
children were blessed. 

Elders F. Lewis, J. L. Edwards nad Wm. M. Davies reported taeir labors; 
they had enjoyed themselves in seeking to spread the Gospel. 

Elder Hodges being called upon, spoke very interestingly upon the prophe- 

‘cies, and concluded by bearing a strong testimony to the truth of the Gospel. 

President Smith occupied the remaining time ia speaking upon the apostate 
condition of the world, and the necessity of the Elders laboring humbly and 
diligently in warning the people of coming wann and pointing out the 
plan of salvation. 

Benediction by Eider W. D. Williams 8 

At 6 p. m., after singing, and prayer by Elder L. J. Mantle, , 

President: David Lewis occupied a portion of time, showing very pone 
the necessity of revelation from the Lord, and of inspired men to direct the 

affairs of the Lord on the earth. He concluded by n a . testi - 
mony of the divine mission of Joseph Smith. | 

President Smith occupied the remaining time in tien upon the first 
Principles of the Gospel—faith, repentance, baptism, and laying on of hands 

for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and also explained the principle of baptism | 
! fort the dead. Concluded by bearing an earnest testimony of the divine 
mission of the Prophet J oseph , Smith, and the final triũmph of the work of 


3 The Tasetings ‘throughout the day were well: attended, many coming from 
en long distance. Several. investigators were present, two after 
meeting, themselves as ready for 


NEWS. 
[Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 


e. Desert! in Minard County, has had many drawbacks in the past thes. have 
dänterlered with its prosperity, chief among which have been occasional break- 
ages of the dam in the river and consequent lack of water for irrigation. It 
would seem that a better era is about to dawn upon the settlement now. A 
canal 20 miles long has been o construc „which will furnish the inhabitants 
with a certain and abundant supply’ 0 ‘water; a great deal more land can be 
now ‘cultivated; the people are rin a superior. quality of brick; 
many new residences are being erected, and the people generally feel encour- 


aged. 


— 
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